
August Birthdays 

11 Chris Allen 11Christine Finch 

16 Betty Clark  23 David Clark 

31 Buster Neilson 

September Birthdays 

10 Rod Harvey  24 Bev Saunders 

GENERAL MEETING - OCTOBER 14th  

The next General meeting is to be held in Ballina at the BALLINA RSL 
CLUB, October 14th, starting at 10.30am.  Don’t forget to bring 

some ideas for 2013 rallies or comments on the proposed rallies. 

Club Shirts and Jackets.  

These can be ordered with Margaret Paull. Shirts come 
in 2 styles, with sleeves and without sleeves for prices 
see Margaret. Prices do not include the logo embroi-
dery which is replaced with a cloth badge and is in-
cluded and should be fitted to the right chest. Delivery 

is about 3 weeks from date of order.  

Buy Swap & Sell 

.DO NOT OVERTAKE TURNING VEHICLE. 

These stickers for the rear of your caravan are now available 

by ordering them from Beverley at $15 each. Limited supply. 

UHF 18 Stickers are available from Beverley at $3.00 each. 

SUMMERLAND CARAVAN CLUB Stickers from Colin 

Paull at $2.00 each.  

CLUB CLOTH BADGES. Cloth badges are available $4.00 

each See Colin. 
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State Delegate 2. Leigh Hill 
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bell 

Committee 2. Chris Allen 

Committee 3. Christine 

Finch 

Publicity Officer.  

Ken Macdonald 

Rally Master.  

Summerland 
Ramblings 
summrvan@bigpond.net.au 

CIL Insurance. 

When you are about to renew your caravan insurance don’t forget to 
contact CIL Insurance (1800 112 481) for a price. You should quote Ref-

erence Number 14310549 and that you are a member of our club.  

CHRISTMAS RALLY 2012 

The Christmas Rally 2012 is to be held at Boyds Bay Holiday Park  
Tweed Heads from Thursday November 29th to Monday 6th De-
cember. Don’t forget that you can arrive earlier and depart later 
than these dates if you chose. The Saturday night dinner will be held 
at the South Tweed Sports Club. There is a  local bus service that 

picks up near the CVP and delivers to the Club and return. 

AT LAST, ANOTHER CLUB NEWSLETTER. 
I know I have been really slack and not produced a newsletter for some 
time. But I need some assistance from you the members with articles 

that I can include in the newsletters. 

 



www.summerlandcaravanclub.org.au  

This is the address of YOUR web page. Unfortunately not too many members are logging in to our 
web site. It is very secure and requires a user name and password (you should have them by now, if 
you are not sure contact Colin 6686 2722) to gain entry to the members section. You are able to 
view or download our newsletter, items for sale or the current Rally List if required at any time of 
the day. There are links to various organisations that are relevant to caravanning. Plus other informa-
tion (eg. Porta Pottie chemicals) If you have any suggestions for things that should be included please 

contact me, preferably by email or written copy, then I will not have to try to remember details. 

PLEASE NOTE. 

If you find that your circumstances change and you are unable to attend a rally that you 

have registered for, please advise the Rally Master as soon as possible. 

Also if you intend to invite guests/visitors on a rally please advise the Rally Master. We 
need to have a participant in any Rally to act as a Rally Leader/Coordinator. The respon-

sibilities would be to take on the day to day organising of the rally. 
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Upcoming 2012 Rallies and Picnic/Meetings 

Bookings/Enquiries     
Kevin Hill 0428 429 903 or kevlei02@bigpond.com  
 
September 5—14 Nanango Country MusicFestival.   
Bradley, Smith, Harvey, Jones, Peters, Campbell, Bransdon. 
September 17—25 Qld State Rally Beaudesert.  
Roach, Campbell, Hill, Finch, Smith, Paull, Harvey, Holland, Heaton, Ward. 
October 14 Meeting at Ballina RSL 10.30am start. 
October 25—30 Nimboyda Canoe Park.  
Paull, Hill, Bradley. 
November 29— December 6th  Christmas at Boyds Bay Holiday Park, 
Tweed Heads. Christmas Dinner will be at  South Tweed Sports Club.  
Roach, Campbell, Peters, Macdonald,  Wort, Hill, Paull, Holland, Allen, Finch, Leach, 
Harvey, Bransdon, Bradley, Smith, Grant, Nockold, Bryant 

NOTE. All dates shown above are “Home” to “Home” dates. Always refer to full 

rally itinerary for dates in and out of various destinations. 

Please let Kevin know if  your name is not shown above and you intend to 

participate in any of the above rallies. There will be a Rally sheet in the Rally 

Book for each rally for you to include your name at the next meeting. 

Number 19 

Bob and Dawn Holland. Were recently stranded in Yeppoon Qld with damage to the running 
gear on their caravan after the leading axle came adrift from the chassis. After about 14 days wait 
they were back “On the road again” to return home and remove their neighbours garden from their 
pool. If nothing else it highlights the necessity for pre trip checks of  your van including running gear, 

brakes etc. See also the  Boulia report re Bob and Fay Jones incident with their caravan. 
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BUSHMANS HERITAGE and CAMP OVEN FESTIVAL 
August 17-19 2012 

 

Participants. Bob & Sue Smith, Chris and Robyn Allen, Noel and Shirley Campbell, Doug and 
Joan Heaton, Paul and Jill Bradley, Colin and Margaret Paull, Tony and Kerrie Sheehan. Visitors 

Doug and Betty Gregg, friends of Chris and Robyn Allen. 

 

It wasn’t a long distance to Casino RV Village but it certainly proved to be quite popular. As 
well as our seven club members there was also about ten from Northern Rivers and twenty 

from Coffs Coast. Caravan Clubs. 

 

Most arrived on Thursday afternoon, it was quite cool overnight but it didn’t deter the usual 
“happy hour” participants. We (the Paulls) arrived after lunch on Friday and the Heatons on 

Saturday.  

Saturday also saw a brief visit from Ray Wort who made about 3 unsuccessful attempts to get 

past the boom gate and finally walked in and got the correct pass code from Chris Allen. 

 

 Saturday was generally a day of light entertainment with bush poetry from Gary Fogarty and 
Jack Drake with writing and performance skills. Andy and Barb Shaw Camp Oven Cooking 

demonstrations and tastings.  

 

Saturday night we had a Camp Oven Dinner with Bush Poetry performed by Gary and Jack, 
and some bush dancing for those that were interested at the end of the dinner.  After dinner 
Doug got out his banjo and banjo mandolin (not his drums) and gave some of us a few tunes. 

Jill reminded us why bats don’t like getting old. 

 

Sunday morning saw us up for breakfast of eggs, bacon, sausages and toast supplied by Casino 
Lions Club. Followed by some poetry by both Gary and Jack and then impromptu poetry put 

together on short notice by some of the attendees.   
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BOULIA, NORTH QLD 
JULY-AUGUST 2012 

Weather permitting. 

 

Chris and Ian Finch, Isabel and Stan Leach and Dawn and Bob Holland left Esk for Chinchilla after 

a happy and successful Christmas in July. 

Fay and Bob Jones met us at the showground there and the next day we drove to Morven recrea-

tion ground where we found Berice and Rod Harvey awaiting us. 

Winter set in overnight and we woke to a white frost and -2C in our van. At this stage we decided 
free camping was great in good weather but we all agreed to head for the nearest power point so 

adjusted our itinerary accordingly and booked sites at the Blackall caravan park. 

 

While Bob and Fay were refueling at Augathella they discovered a broken spring on their van. It 
was a long day for them but they eventually had it fixed and joined us at Blackall in time for happy 
hour and a camp oven dinner. Next day Bob and Dawn left us to begin their trek to Darwin, 
while we explored the town and had an informative tour of the Woolscour. Rod even found a 

relative he didn`t know existed! 

We spent two days at Longreach and visited the QANTAS museum and Stockmans Hall of Fame 
then drove on to Winton in great anticipation of our trip to Boulia and the camel races. There`d 
been some rain but worse was to come. While we were enjoying a roast dinner and being enter-
tained by two very funny bush poets a storm dumped 56mms of rain on the town and put an end 
to any thoughts of trying to drive to Boulia. Stan and Isabel and Bob and Fay beat a hasty retreat to 

the south while Rod and Berice stayed put as they hoped to visit Lark Quarry. 

 

Arthur and Maxine Walker, who had planned to meet us at the races, continued on to Boulia and 

found a “dry” spot at the showground. A few days later more rain made the races impossible. 

 

Ian and I continued to Cloncurry and then to Mount Isa where we met friends from Sydney and 
caught up on the last 34 years! We visited the fossil museum and went on the under ground mine 
tour then stocked up the larder and drove to Normanton. This historic old town was very inter-
esting with heritage buildings and a good rail museum. It has the only bank in Australia where pho-

tos are allowed to be taken inside …..Ian made the most of that! 

We had a short trip on the Gulflander rail motor. Drove to Karumba to watch the fisherfolk 

and were amazed at the huge flocks of brolgas in the paddocks beside the road. 

Croydon was our next stop along the Savannah Way where we were impressed with the Historic 

Precinct and all the faithfully restored buildings. 

 

On to Georgetown where we left the van and drove into Cobbold Gorge for the day. The 
tour there told us the origins of Robin Hood station and related stories of its current owners as 

well as a walking tour and cruise on the narrow steep sided gorge. 

 

Mt Surprise, our next stop, was our base for a trip to the Undara Lava Tubes. What a great 
place! I had no idea all those volcanoes were there 10,000 years ago. Fantastic scenery from the 

rim. 
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Of course we just had to try the Savannahlander train This took us to Einasleigh town and station 
and Copperfield Gorge. Our tour bus took us back through Jardine Station with the guide filling 

us in on the history and geography of the whole area. 

The Savannah Guides made the whole thing come alive and we were impressed with their knowledge 

and feel for the land. 

 

We left Mt Surprise with some reluctance as it was the end of the Savannah Way for us. 

Next stage was the Tablelands, stopping at Herberton and soaking up more history, this time of tin 

mining. 

We wanted to see the elusive tree kangaroo at Malanda but they weren`t visible to us. We did see 

platypus in the pool at the falls though. 

 

After being on the go for a month we felt the need for some R&R so spent a few days at Lake Placid 
before turning for Cooktown. The road to Cooktown is very good now unlike last time we were on 
it when it was still gravel. The James Cook museum (housed in a restored convent) was very well pre-
sented and has some great artifacts including the anchor from the “Endeavour”. The scenery along the 

river is lovely but the wind is relentless. Even James Cook noted it in his journal! 

 

Heading South we stopped at Mossman and visited the gorge via the new centre and shuttle bus! A 

bit over run now. 

Innisfail was the base for us to explore the waterfalls on the Palmerston Highway and also the Jose-
phine Falls which were our favourite. There was plenty of water in all the falls but it would be great to 

see them after heavy rain. 

South Mission beach ….the area is still recovering from Yasi and evidence of its destruction was 
obvious in the timbered areas. We saw some cassowaries which was a great thrill but the beautiful fan 
palm walk is badly damaged. Some buildings are still being reroofed. Our favourite walk, The Kennedy 

Track, was totally destroyed. 

 

We stopped at free camps on the way down the Bruce Highway. Most were very crowded but we all 
made the best of it and helped each other to squeeze in. There are road works most of the way so 

travel is fairly slow and stop/start. The patience of Job is needed! 

We`re home again and looking forward to more great trips with club members. 

 

Chris and Ian Finch. 

                   


